CORPORATION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF RYERSON
TRI-COUNCIL
MINUTES
October 27, 2025

The combined in-person/virtual TRI Council meeting of the Councils of the Township
of Armour, the Village of Burk’s Falls, and the Township of Ryerson was held on
Monday, October 27, 2025, at 7:00 pm at the Young at Hearts Seniors Centre, hosted
by the Village of Burk’s Falls.

ATTENDANCE:

Township of Ryerson Council present included Mayor George Sterling; Councillors
Beverly Abbott, Glenn Miller, Delynne Patterson, and Dan Robertson; Staff Nancy
Field, Acting CAO-Clerk, Brayden Robinson, Treasurer, Joe Readman, Fire Chief

Village of Burk’s Falls Council present included Mayor Chris Hope; Councillors Ryan
Baptiste, Sean Cotton, Ashley Brandt, and Nancy Kyte; Staff Tammy Wylie, Deputy
Clerk-Treasurer, Camille Barr, Senior Administrative Assistant, Graham Smith, Arena
Manager, Christina Merrick, Assistant Arena Manager

Township of Armour Council present included Mayor Rod Ward; Councillors Rod
Blakelock, Jerry Brandt, Dorothy Haggart-Davis, and Wendy Whitwell; Staff Charlene
Watt, Clerk, Dave Gray, CAO, Amy Tilley, Waste Management Administrator

Guests: Wilma Robert, Nieves Guijarro, Jon Hind, Laura Page, Krista Trulsen, Tara
Ratcliff, Ruth Fenwick, Marie Odorizzi, Dino Cultraro, Ana Cultraro, Diane Brandt,
Barry Burton, Joe Lyng, Brad Kellas

Zoom Guests: G. McCoy, Sarah Cooke, Alice Hewitt

LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT:

Mayor Chris Hope provided the land acknowledgement for Council.
WELCOME:

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm by Mayor Chris Hope and participants
were welcomed.

APPROVAL OF THE NOTES:
Moved by Jerry Brandt - Seconded by Dan Robertson

That the TRI-Council of the Township of Armour, Township of Ryerson and the Village
of Burk’s Falls approve the notes of the regular meeting held on August 25, 2025.
Carried.

DECLARATION OF PECUNARY INTEREST:
There were no declarations of pecuniary interest and general nature thereof.
DISCUSSION ITEMS:

Delegation from the Armour, Ryerson & Burk’s Falls Agricultural Society- Fall
Fair 2025:

Wilma Robert presented regarding the 2025 Fall Fair. Overall attendance decreased
by 22%; however, there were more entries than in previous years, including an
increase in school-aged participants. Concerns were expressed regarding the ice
surface being rented out during the Fall Fair, as it meant the facility was not dedicated
solely to the Agricultural Society for use that day. It was also noted that a post fair
follow-up meeting with the Village was expected but has not yet been scheduled. The
2025 Financials were distributed, and it was indicated by Mayor Chris Hope that a
meeting with the Village will be arranged to further review the agreement.



1. Burk’s Falls and District Historical Society 2026 Budget Package:

Diane Brant reported that the Historical Society had a successful year, with good
attendance at its sites. Council had no questions or comments regarding the 2026
budget presented.

2. Discussion regarding Library rent increase (S. Cotton):

Councillor Sean Cotton provided an overview of how the 2026 rental rate for the library
was determined. A review was conducted as the previous rate was identified as being
significantly low. The review incorporated data provided by ACED through a 2016
regional analysis, along with input from the Library CEO regarding regional rental
rates. The most direct comparison was found to be with the South River library, where
the new rate will be $0.12 per sq. foot higher.

The Township of Armour requested consideration for a 10-year capital budget.
Concerns were expressed regarding the Village generating a profit from rent and
clarification was sought on how any surplus reserves would be managed, particularly
whether they would be allocated toward the construction of the new library in the
future.

Ryerson Council inquired how many years the library had been paying rent that did not
cover operating expenses. It was also suggested that obtaining an engineering report
could be beneficial.

Mayor Chris Hope stated Burk’s Falls Council will explore the inquiries.

3. Burk’s Falls, Armour & Ryerson Union Public Library 2026 Budget Package:

Nieves Guijarro presented statistics and key highlights from 2025, including materials
circulated, program offerings, and participant numbers. The draft 2026 budget was
also reviewed, reflecting an overall increase of 2.8%. Council was given the
opportunity to ask questions.

4. Township of Armour Motions 266 and 280 concerning O.Req. 391/21:

Amy Tilley provided an overview of two motions from the Township of Armour
concerning O. Reg. 391/21 and the Blue Box Program/Full Producer Responsibility
model. Although Circular Materials requested that the Township retract its resolution,
Armour maintained its position and a new contract was presented; a positive outcome.

5. Waste Management 2026 Budget Package and presentation from Joe Lyng,
General Manager of Emerald Energy from Waste

Joe Lyng provided a presentation on the Emerald Energy from Waste program. The
company operates an incineration system with low emissions that converts waste into
energy and offers its services to municipalities. The PowerPoint presentation will be
shared and Council was encouraged to reach out if there is interest in exploring their
services.

Amy Tilley noted that as Council considers future options for mining, this type of
service could be worth exploring.

The 2026 draft budget was shared reflecting a 6% increase. Council had no questions
regarding the budget.

6. Armour Ryerson and Burk’s Falls Memorial Arena 2026 Budget Package:

Graham Smith and Christina Merrick presented the 2026 draft budget. It was noted
that the facility remains active, with approximately 1,900 rental hours anticipated. The
draft budget reflects a contribution increase of $20,431.00 for each municipal partner.
Council had no questions regarding the budget.

7. Burk’s Falls and District Fire Department 2026 Budget Package:

Joe Readman presented the draft 2026 budget. Cold water training is planned for next
year, utilizing a train-the-trainer model for additional staff. The draft budget reflects



contributions of $315,446.00 for Armour, $188,582.00 for Burk’s Falls, and
$155,349.00 for Ryerson. Council had no questions regarding the budget.

8. New Fire Hall update and land survey

Joe Readman informed Tri-Council that the land for the new fire hall has been
successfully severed. All necessary permits have been submitted, and the project
team is currently awaiting the final rendition drawing. The Fire Chief has been working
closely with CEMC Amy Tilley on the development.

9. South East Parry Sound Regional Fire Training Committee Budget

Council received the South East Parry Sound Regional Fire Training Committee
Budget. Brayden Robinson noted that there are no changes from last year’s budget.
Council had no questions or comments.

10. Draft Notes of the Sub TRI-Council Committee

Council received the notes from the Sub Tri-Council Committee meeting held on
October 8, 2025, with no questions or comments.

11. Northlander Train, flag stop Burk’s Falls (R. Blakelock)

Councillor Rod Blakelock presented to Council information on the upcoming
Northlander train system, which includes planned stops in South River and Huntsville.
As a large portion of Almaguin is not currently included on the stop list, it was
suggested that local municipalities collaborate on a proposal to establish a stop in
Burk’s Falls, or at minimum, a flag stop.

Next Meeting

February 23, 2026, with the Township of Ryerson hosting.

Adjournment

Moved by Nancy Kyte - Seconded by Dorothy Haggart-Davis

That the TRI Council of the Township of Armour, Township of Ryerson and the Village
of Burk’s

Falls adjourn this regular TRI Council meeting at 8:19 p.m. until the next regular TRI
Council

meeting scheduled for February 23, 2026, to be hosted by the Township of Ryerson.
Carried.

Original Signed by Glenn Miller

Deputy Mayor

Original Signed by Nancy Field

Acting CAO/Clerk



