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CORPORATION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF RYERSON 

 
REGULAR MEETING AGENDA 

 
    October 28, 2025 AT 6:00 P.M. 
 
 

THIS WILL BE A HYBRID IN-PERSON/ELECTRONIC MEETING via ZOOM 
 

Members of the Public must register with the Ryerson Township Clerk’s Office prior to the 
meeting for meeting access and availability of limited in-person seating. 

Members of the Public are not permitted in a Closed meeting. 
 

To Members of the Public: If you have trouble with your connection during the meeting, you 
may notify the Host by e-mail at: treasurer@ryersontownship.ca 

 
Meeting will be recorded. 

 
The Municipal Council of the Township of Ryerson recognizes that we are on the traditional territory of the 
Anishinaabe Peoples, in the Robinson-Huron and Williams Treaties areas.  We wish to acknowledge the long 
history of First Nations and Métis Peoples in Ontario, and show respect to the neighbouring indigenous 
communities. 
 

Note: (R) denotes resolution 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER: 
 
1.1 Attendance: 
1.2 Announcement: This meeting is being recorded 
1.3 Motion to adopt the agenda as presented. (R) 

 
2. ADOPTION OF MINUTES: 

 
2.1 Adoption of minutes from the regular meeting on October 14, 2025 (R) 
 

3. DECLARATION OF PECUNIARY INTEREST:  
 

4. REPORTS: 
 
4.1 CLERK: Community Safety and Well Being Plan Update (R) 2026 
Conference Dates (R), Consent B-045/25, B-046/25 & B-047/25 652346 Ontario 
LTD (R), 2025 Holiday Hours  

 
4.2 TREASURER: External Auditor RFP (R), Official Plan Review & Zoning 

By-law Update RFP. (R) 
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COUNCIL MEMBERS 
4.3 Councillor Abbott: Library Report. (R) 
4.4 Councillor Patterson: Library Funding Formula. (R) 

 
5. BUSINESS ARISING  

 
5.1 Santa Claus Parade 2025 Donation (R). 
5.2 Santa Clause Parade Float Ideas/Registration.  

    
6. COMMUNICATION ITEMS:  

 
6.1 Poppy Trust Fund Donation. (R) 
6.2 Village of South River Letter: Use of Joint Building Committee Reserves. (R) 
 
General Communication: 
6.3 Burk’s Falls & District Historical Society September 15, 2025. 
6.4 Certificate of Appreciation: Almaguin Pride Network. 
6.5 Burk’s Falls, Armour & Ryerson Union Public Library September meeting 

minutes.  
6.6 Township of Armour: Public Meeting Notice for Power Bank Official Plan 

and Zoning Amendment.   
6.7 Township of Armour: Draft Official Plan Amendment. 
6.8 Township of Armour: Draft Zoning By-law Amendment. 
 

7. CONFIRMING BY-LAW: 
 
7.1  Confirm the meetings of Council. (R) 

 
8. IMPORTANT DATES:  

 
-November 11, 2025 – Remembrance Day, Cenotaph 

 -November 25, 2025 – Regular Meeting 6:00 p.m. 
 

9. ADJOURNMENT: (R) 
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CORPORATION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF RYERSON 

LIST OF PROPOSED RESOLUTIONS 

FOR COUNCIL MEETING:  October 28, 2025 AT 6:00 P.M. 

Item # 1.2 on Agenda Moved by Councillor  Patterson,      Seconded by Councillor Robertson, 

Be it resolved that Ryerson Township Council adopt the October 28, 2025 agenda as circulated. 

Item # 2.1 on Agenda Moved by Councillor  Patterson,      Seconded by Councillor Miller, 

Be it resolved that the minutes from the regular meeting on October 14, 2025 be adopted as 
circulated. 

Item # 4.1 on Agenda Moved by Councillor  Abbott,      Seconded by Councillor Patterson, 

Be it resolved that leave be given to approve  Bill # ___-25, being a By-law to amend By-law 
12-22 a By-law to adopt a Community Safety and Well-Being Plan for Almaguin Highlands, to 
approve Schedule "B"  into the Plan. That By-Law # ____-25 be read a First, Second, and Third 
time, Signed and the Seal of the Corporation affixed thereto and finally passed in Council this 
28th day of October 2025. 

Item # 4.1 on Agenda Moved by Councillor  Miller,      Seconded by Councillor Robertson, 

Be it resolved that the Ryerson Township Council authorize: ____________ 
_________________________________________________________to attend the Good 
Roads conference on March 29- April 01, 2026, in Toronto. 

Be it resolved that the Ryerson Township Council authorize: 
________________________________________________________ to attend The Federation 
of Northern Ontario Municipalities (FONOM) conference on May 11 -May 13, 2026, in 
Timmins. 

Be it resolved that the Ryerson Township Council authorize: 
_____________________________________________________________________to attend 
the Association of Municipalities of Ontario Conference (AMO) on August 16 – 19, 2026 in 
Ottawa.  
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Item # 4.1 on Agenda Moved by Councillor  Abbott,      Seconded by Councillor Patterson, 
 
Be it resolved that Ryerson Township Council support Consent Application  
B-045/25, B-046/25, B-047/25 Part of Lots 21 and 22, Concession 4 at the located at the corner 
of Royston Rd. and Bartlett Lake Rd. The following conditions will apply:  
 

• If the reference plan or other evidence discloses that either the severed property or the 
retained property owned by the Applicant contains a deviation road maintained by the 
Township as a public road, then the Applicant shall survey and transfer such deviation 
road to the Township as a condition of severance. The area to be surveyed and transferred 
shall generally be 66 feet in width and centered upon the centre line of the present 
traveled road. In situations where this is impractical, the Applicant should discuss how 
this requirement will be fulfilled with the Municipality before the reference plan is 
finalized. 
 

• The Township requires one copy of the draft reference plan for review prior to 
registration, two copies of the Final Reference Plan and a digital copy of the Final 
Reference Plan. 
 

• As a condition of severance approval, the Applicant shall pay to the Municipality in 
which the land is located, or otherwise satisfy the requirement for donation of Parkland 
set out in Section 51.1 of the Planning Act. 
 

• The applicant shall pay to the municipality the application fee and the deposit fee before 
finalization of the consent is given. 
 

• The Township requires that for any proposed entrance: the Public Works Supervisor will 
be contacted to inspect the location to determine that a safe location for an entrance can 
be found.  The Planning Board will be advised in writing that this condition has been met 
before finalization of the consent is given. 

 
Item # 4.1 on Agenda Moved by Councillor  Patterson,      Seconded by Councillor Miller, 

 
Be it resolved that Ryerson Township Council set the 2025 Ryerson Township Office Holiday 
Hours as follows: Closed: December 24th at noon, 25, 26, 29, 30, 31, 2025 and January 1, 2, 
2026, inclusive. Office will re-open for regular hours on Monday, January 5, 2026, at 8:30 a.m.  
 
Item # 4.2 on Agenda Moved by Councillor  Robertson,      Seconded by Councillor Patterson, 
 
Be it resolved that RFP 2025-008, for a three-year contract for External Audit Services, be 
awarded  to Doane Grant Thornton LLP.  
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Item # 4.2 on Agenda Moved by Councillor  Abbott,      Seconded by Councillor Robertson, 
 
Be it resolved that RFP 2025-009 for an Official Plan review and Zoning By-law update, be 
awarded to Planscape. 
 
Item # 4.3 on Agenda Moved by Councillor  Miller,      Seconded by Councillor Robertson, 
 
Be it resolved that Ryerson Township appoint ___________________________ as the alternate 
for the Library Board.  
 
Item # 4.4 on Agenda Moved by Councillor  Abbott,      Seconded by Councillor Patterson, 
 
Be it resolved that Ryerson Township Council supports the library funding formula presented in 
the Library Agreement. 
 
Item # 5.1 on Agenda Moved by Councillor  Robertson,      Seconded by Councillor Abbott, 
  
Be it resolved that Ryerson Township Council approve a donation of $ __________ towards the 
Santa Claus Parade.  
 
Item # 6.1 on Agenda Moved by Councillor  Miller,      Seconded by Councillor Robertson, 
 
Be it resolved that Ryerson Township Council approve a donation of $__________ to the Poppy 
Trust fund. 
 
Item # 6.2 on Agenda Moved by Councillor  Abbott,      Seconded by Councillor Miller, 
 
Be it resolved that Ryerson Township Council supports the Village of South Rivers request to 
proportionally use the Joint Building Committee Reserves for insurance and legal costs. 
 
Item # 7.1. on Agenda Moved by Councillor  Miller,      Seconded by Councillor Patterson, 
 
Be it resolved that leave be given to introduce a Bill # ___-25, being a By-law to confirm the 
meetings of Council and further; That By-Law # ____-25 be read a First, Second, and Third 
time, Signed and the Seal of the Corporation affixed thereto and finally passed in Council this 
28th day of October 2025. 
 
Item # 9 on Agenda Moved by Councillor  Robertson,      Seconded by Councillor Abbott, 
 
Be it resolved that we do now adjourn at __________.  The next regular meeting is November 
25, 2025 at 6:00 p.m. 
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CORPORATION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF RYERSON 

 

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 

 

MINUTES 

 

October 14, 2025 AT 6:00 P.M. 

 

The regular meeting of Council of the Corporation of the Township of Ryerson was held 

October 14, 2025 at 6:00 p.m. This was a hybrid meeting combining in person, electronic 

meeting via Zoom and phone. 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

 

Mayor George Sterling called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.  

 

Attendance was announced, and it was noted that the meeting is being recorded. 

 

Council members attending in person or electronically: Mayor Sterling, Councillors: Abbott, 

Miller, Patterson and Robertson. 

 

Staff in attendance: Brayden Robinson, Nancy Field, Kelly Morissette, Jason Newman and Joe 

Readman. 

 

Public attending in person or electronically: Sarah Cooke and Michael Staresinic 

 

Notice of this meeting was posted on the website. 

 

2. ADOPTION OF AGENDA 

 

R- 130 - 25 Moved by Councillor Miller, Seconded by Councillor Robertson,   

 

Be it resolved that Ryerson Township Council adopt the October 14, 2025 agenda as circulated. 

 

(Carried) 

 

3. ADOPTION OF MINUTES 

 

R- 131 - 25 Moved by Councillor Patterson, Seconded by Councillor Abbott,   

 

Be it resolved that the minutes from the Tri-Council meeting on August 25, 2025 and the 

minutes from the regular meeting on September 9, 2025 be adopted as circulated. 

 

(Carried) 

 

4. DECLARATION OF PECUNIARY INTEREST: None noted. 

 

5. REPORTS:  

 

BY-LAW: J. Newman provided Council with a Q3 update report. Questions were asked and 

answered.  

 

FIRE CHIEF: J. Readman provided Council with the draft 2026 fire budget. Questions were 

asked and answered. Resolution noted below. 

 

 R- 132 - 25 Moved by Councillor Miller, Seconded by Councillor Abbott, 

 

Be it resolved that Ryerson Township Council approves the 2026 draft Fire Department budget 

for submission to the Tri-Council meeting scheduled for Monday October 27, 2025. 

 

(Carried) 
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ACTING CAO/CLERK: N. Field  provided Council with the new By-law Enforcement 

Services Agreement, a consent application B-042/25 & B-042/25, a By-law to appoint an Acting 

CAO, and a request to Council to close the office for staff training. Resolutions are noted below.  

 

R- 133 -25 Moved by Councillor Robertson, Seconded by Councillor Patterson,  

Be it resolved that leave be given to introduce Bill # _27_-25, being a By-law to enter into an 

agreement for the services of a Municipal Law Enforcement Officer and Municipal Law 

Enforcement Manager and further; That By-law #  27_-25 be read a First, Second, Third time, 

Signed and the Seal of the Corporation affixed thereto and finally passed in Council this 14th 

day of October, 2025.  

 

(Carried) 

 

R- 134 - 25 Moved by Councillor Patterson, Seconded by Councillor Miller,  

 

Be it resolved that Ryerson Township Council authorize: ___Councillor Patterson and 

Councillor Abbott to attend the Rural Ontario Municipal Association (ROMA) Conference on 

January 18th – 20th, 2026 at the Sheraton Centre Hotel in, Toronto. 

 

(Carried) 

 

R- 135 -25 Moved by Councillor Patterson, Seconded by Councillor Patterson, 

 

Be it resolved that Ryerson Township Council supports the Consent Applications, B-042/25 and 

B-043/25 Part of Lot 22, Concession 13.  The following conditions will apply:  

 

• The Township requires one copy of the draft reference plan for review prior to 

registration, two copies of the Final Reference Plan and a digital copy of the Final 

Reference Plan. 

 

• As a condition of severance approval, the Applicant shall pay to the Municipality in 

which the land is located or otherwise satisfy the requirement for donation of Parkland 

set out in Section 51.1 of the Planning Act.  

• The easement previously approved on B-018/25 to be registered on title prior to Consent 

being granted.  

• The Township requires the owner to enter into a 51 (26) agreement with the Township 

and be registered on title to indemnify the Township and all other public bodies of all 

responsibility for any maintenance of the road and all liability for any use of the road and 

alleged failure to provide emergency services or any other public services that were not 

being provided at the time of the creation of the road. 

• The Township requires that for any proposed entrance: the Public Works Supervisor will 

be contacted to inspect the location to determine that a safe location for an entrance can 

be found.  The Planning Board will be advised in writing that this condition has been 

met before finalization of the consent is given. 

 

(Carried) 

 

R- 136 -25 Moved by Councillor Miller, Seconded by Councillor Patterson,. 

  

Be it resolved that leave be given to introduce a Bill #_28_-25, being a By-law to appoint an 

Acting CAO and further: That By-law #_28_-25 be read a First, Second, and Third time, Signed 

and the Seal of the Corporation affixed thereto and finally passed in Council this 14th day of 

October, 2025. 

 

(Carried) 
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R- 137 - 25 Moved by Councillor Robertson, Seconded by Councillor Abbott,   

 

Be it resolved that Ryerson Township Council approve the office closure request for October 

16, 2025 from 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. for staff training and that notice of office closure be 

circulated on the Township website and Facebook page. 

 

(Carried) 

 

TREASURER: B. Robinson provided Council with a Q3 budget variance, discussions were 

had.  

 

B. Robinson provided Council with a report regarding the Bartlett Lake Culvert replacement 

project. Questions were asked and answered. Resolution noted below. 

 

R- 138 -25 Moved by Councillor Patterson, Seconded by Councillor Patterson,  

 

Be it resolved that Ryerson Township Council direct staff to defer the Bartlett Lake Culvert 

Replacement until the 2026 budget year. 

 

(Carried) 

 

COUNCIL REPORTS: 

 

Councillor Abbott provided Council with a library board report. 

 

Councillor Abbot spoke to Council regarding the Harvest Festival. 

 

Councillor Patterson spoke to Council regarding the Trio-council subcommittee. Resolution 

noted below. 

 

R- 139 - 25 Moved by Councillor Miller, Seconded by Councillor Abbott,   

 

Be it resolved that Ryerson Township Council is in support of the Subcommittee meetings for 

shared services.  

 

(Carried) 

 

Councillor Patterson provided Council with an update regarding AHHC. 

 

Councillor Robertson spoke to Council regarding the 2-year agreement invitation with 

Almaguin Community Economic Development. 

 

6. BUSINESS ARISING/ACTIVITY LOG: 

 

Council received the updated library agreement with corrections. 

Resolution noted below.  

 

R- 140 - 25 Moved by Councillor Robertson, Seconded by Councillor Abbott, 

 

Be it resolved that leave be given to introduce a Bill #_29_-25, being a By-law to enter into a 

Library Agreement and further; That By-Law # _29_-25 be read a First, Second, and Third time, 

Signed and the Seal of the Corporation affixed thereto and finally passed in Council this 14th 

day of October, 2025. 

 

(Carried) 

 

7. COMMUNICATION ITEMS 

 

Council received a donation request from the Historical Society regarding the Annual 

Halloween Party. Resolution noted below.  
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R- 141 -25 Moved by Councillor Patterson, Seconded by Councillor Robertson,  

Be it resolved that Ryerson Township Council supports the Historical Society donation request 

for the annual Children Halloween Party with a donation of $__200.00__. 

 

(Carried) 

 

Council received the recruiter funding renewal request from the Muskoka Almaguin Ontario 

Health Team. Discussions were head. Resolution noted. Below.  

 

R- 142 - 25 Moved by Councillor Miller, Seconded by Councillor Abbott,  

 

Be it resolved that Ryerson Township Council commits to $__1,000.00__ annually for a 3-year 

time period (2026-2028) for the continued Muskoka Almaguin Ontario Health Team Resources 

Recruiter.  

 

(Carried) 

 

Council discussed the annual Santa Claus Parade.  

 

General Information Items Received: 

 
7.4 Council received the Save the Date notice for the Regional Economic 7th Annual RED Gala.  

7.5 Council received the Minister of Transportation and Internal Trade letter.  

7.6 Council received the draft Library minutes from July.  

7.7 Council received the Historical Society meeting minutes from August 18, 2025.  

7.8 Council received the Historical Society meeting minutes from September 15, 2025. 

7.9 Council received the draft Joint Building Committee meeting minutes from September 18, 2025.  

7.10 Council received the 2025 Northeast Municipal Council Workshop Cancellation Notice.  

7.11 Council received the Joint Building Committee 2024 Audited Financial Statements.  

7.12 Council received the Huntsville and South Muskoka Donor Support Media Release.  

7.13 Council received the Ontario Provincial Police Cost Recover Model.  

7.14 Council received the Almaguin Community Economic Development percent to levy resolution.  

7.15 Council received the Almaguin Community Economic Development two staff model 

resolution.  

7.16 Council received the Joint Building Committee permit summary.  

7.17 Council received the Almaguin Highlands Ontario Provincial Police Detachment Board 

meeting minutes for June 2025  

 

8.  CONFIRMING BY-LAW  

 

R- 143 -25 Moved by Councillor Abbott, Seconded by Councillor Patterson,  

 

Be it resolved that leave be given to introduce a Bill # _30 -25, being a By-law to confirm the 

meetings of Council and further; That By-Law # _30 -25 be read a First, Second, and Third 

time, Signed and the Seal of the Corporation affixed thereto and finally passed in Council this 

14th day of October 2025. 

 

(Carried) 

 

 10. ADJOURNMENT: 

 

R- 144 -25 Moved by Councillor Robertson, Seconded by Councillor Patterson,   

 

Be it resolved that we do now adjourn at 7:35 p.m.  The next regular meeting is October 28, 

2025 at 6:00 p.m. 

 

(Carried) 

 

_________________________________________ 

MAYOR 

 

 

_______________________________________ 

     ACTING CAO/CLERK 
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CORPORATION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF RYERSON 
 

BY-LAW #__-25 
 

 
Being a by-law to amend By-law 12-22 to adopt the Community 

Safety and Well-Being Plan for Almaguin Highlands  
 

WHEREAS Section 8 of the Municipal Act confers broad authority on the 
Municipality to enable the Municipality to govern its affairs; 

 
AND WHEREAS section 143 of the Police Services Act, R.S.O. 1990, c. 

P.15, as amended, requires municipalities to prepare and adopt a 
Community Safety and Well-Being Plan; 

 

AND WHEREAS Ryerson Township has adopted By-law 12-22 a Community 
Safety and Well-Being Plan as required by legislation on March 15th, 2022 

attached as Schedule “A”; 
 

AND WHEREAS the Council now deems it necessary to adopt a 
supplemental document titled “Community Safety and Well-Being Plan 

Update 2026-2030”, which expands upon, updates and supports the 
objectives of the original Plan without replacing it; 

 
NOW THEREFORE, Council of the Corporation of the Township of Ryerson 

enacts as follows: 
 

1. That the document titled “Community Safety and Well-Being Plan 
Update 2026-2030”, attached hereto as Schedule “B”, is hereby 

adopted as a supplement to the Townships original Community 

Safety and Well-Being Plan (Schedule “A” to By-law No. 12-22. 
 

2. That Schedule “A” to By-law No. 12-22 remains in full force and 
effect and shall be read together with Schedule “B” for the 

purposes of implementing the Townships Community Safety and 
Well-Being priorities through to the year 2030. 

 
3. That the Clerk is hereby directed to post the updated Plan, 

including both Schedule “A” and Schedule “B”, on the Ryerson 
Township website in accordance with the requirements of the 

Police Services Act. 
 

4. That this By-law shall come into force and take effect on the date 
of its passing. 

 

Read a first, second and third 
Time, signed and the seal of the 

Corporation affixed hereto and  
finally passed in Council  

this 28th day of October, 2025. 
            

            
      ____________________________ 

      Mayor 
        

      ___________________________ 
      Acting CAO/Clerk  
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2025 Conferences  

GOOD ROADS 

Date: March 29 – April 01, 2026 

Location: Toronto 

 

 
Registration Opening Date: Early Bird registration 
closes March 15, 2026. 

FONOM 

Date: May 11-13, 2026 

Location: Timmins 

 
Registration Opening Date:  

AMO 

Date: August 16-19, 2026 

Location: Ottawa 

 

 
Registration Opening Date:  
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Recommendation:  Be it resolved that Ryerson Township Council Support 

Consent Applications B-045/25, B-046/25 and B-047/25, Concession 4, Part 

Lot 21 and 22, located on the southeast corner of Royston and Bartlett Lake 
Road known as 1445 Royston Road, in Ryerson Township, with the standard 

conditions. 
  

Purpose: An application for consent has been submitted to create three new 
rural residential building lots and retain one existing residential building lot. 

The proposal includes a 9.1 m wide right-of-way over the retained lot to 
provide access to the severed lots, following existing trails. 

 
Total Property Area: 56.9 ha (140.61 acres) 

Severed Lot 1: 10.1 ha (25 acres), has a shed. 

Severed Lot 2: 10.2 ha (25.2 acres), vacant. 

Severed Lot 3: 11.7 ha (28.91 acres), vacant. 

Retained Lot: 24.9 ha (61.5 acres), vacant. 

All of the lots will have sufficient lot configurations and frontage on Royston 

or Bartlett Lake Roads. 

There are no concerns were raised under the Northern Growth Plan, 

Provincial Planning Statement, Official Plan or the Ryerson Township 

Comprehensive Zoning By-law 56-14.  

Enclosures: Applications B045 to 47/25, Planning Report   

 

Staff Report 

To:  Council  

From:  Acting CAO/Clerk, Nancy Field 

Date of Meeting:  October 28, 2025 

Report Title:  Consent Applications – B-045 to B-047/25 
652346 Ontario Ltd.; 2675034 Ontario Inc.; 

2305253 Ontario Inc.; Whiterack Prof. Corp. 

Report Date:  October 22, 2025 
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Recommendation:  
 

Be it resolved that Ryerson Township Council set the 2025 Ryerson Township 
Office Holiday Hours as follows: Closed: December 24 at noon, 25, 26, 29, 

30, 31, 2025 and January 1, 2, 2026, inclusive. Office will re-open for 
regular hours on Monday, January 5, 2026, at 8:30 a.m. 

 
 

Purpose/Background:  
 

Every year we bring the information to Council to decide what the office 
holiday hours will be so we can post the dates on the website.  

 

Last year the office was closed to the public on December 25th to January 
1st, 2025, inclusive. We returned to work January 2nd, 2025, at 8:30 a.m.  

 
If payroll etc. is required during the holiday closure, staff will work as 

required and the office will remain closed to the public.  
 

Staff use their vacation time for the time they take off; it is not an extra 
benefit. 

 
Public Works employees receive the Statutory Holiday Days off; however, 

they are usually required to work in late December due to winter operations. 
 

 

Clerk’s Report 

To:  Ryerson Township Council  

From:  Clerk, Nancy Field 

Date of Meeting:  October 28, 2025 

Report Title:  Office Holiday Hours 

Report Date:  October 21, 2025 
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Recommendation: 
 
That RFP 2025-008, for a three-year contract for External Audit Services, be 
awarded to Doane Grant Thornton LLP.  
 
Purpose/Background: 
 
Upon completion of the 2024 fiscal year audit, the Township’s current three-
year contract with KPMG LLP for external audit services expired.  
 
An RFP was issued on September 22, 2025, and closed on October 17, 2025. 
Three submissions were received, from Baker Tilly, Grant Thornton, and 
KPMG. The financial details for each submission are as follows: 
 
 Baker Tilly Grant Thornton KPMG 
2025- Total $32,100 $26,817 $40,150 
2026- Total $33,800 $28,216 $42,130 
2027- Total $35,500 $29,615 $44,220 

 
Proposals were reviewed and scored by staff. Staff have experience working 
with all three of these firms, and have found each of them to be responsive, 
diligent, and thorough in their work. However, on the basis of our 
evaluation, staff are recommending that the contract be awarded to Doane 
Grant Thornton LLP. 
 
If approved, an appointing By-law will be brought to the next Council 
meeting for adoption.  

 

Staff Report 

To:  Ryerson Township Council  
From:  Treasurer 
Date of Meeting:  October 28, 2025 
Report Title:  RFP- External Audit Services 
Report Date:  October 22, 2025 
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Recommendation: 
 
That RFP 2025-009, for an Official Plan review and Zoning By-law update, be 
awarded to Planscape.   
 
Purpose/Background: 
 
Over the past several years, it has been frequently discussed by Council that 
a priority project is to undertake a review of the Township’s Official Plan and 
Zoning By-law, to better align with the current Provincial policy framework 
and Council’s evolving vision on the nature of the Municipality.  
 
An RFP was issued on September 22, 2025, and closed on October 17, 2025. 
Two submissions were received, from J.L. Richards and Planscape. The 
financial details for each submission are as follows: 
 
 J.L. Richards Planscape 
Official Plan $45,421.50 $29,913.00 
Zoning By-Law $45,421.50 $29,674.00 
Subtotal $90,843.00 $59,587.00 
HST (13%) $11,809.59 $7,746.31 
Total $102,652.59 $67,333.31 

 
Both firms have extensive experience in this area of work, as well as an 
intimate knowledge of the Township’s planning environment. J.L. Richards 
serves as the Township’s current Planner of Record, while Planscape served 
in that capacity for many years and wrote the existing Official Plan on behalf 
of the Township back in 2003.  
 
On the basis of a thorough review and evaluation of each proposal, staff are 
recommending that the contract be awarded to Planscape.  

 

Staff Report 

To:  Ryerson Township Council  
From:  Treasurer 
Date of Meeting:  October 28, 2025 
Report Title:  RFP- Official Plan and Zoning By-law Review 
Report Date:  October 22, 2025 
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The Official Plan and Zoning By-law components of the project are to be 
undertaken concurrently, with an anticipated completion date of fall 2026.   
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Councilor Report 
To: Ryerson Township Council 
From: Beverly Abbott 
Date of Event: October 15,2025 
Topic: Library Board  
Report Date: October 16, 2025 
Importance to the Township of Ryerson: 
 
Library Agreement:  We are all pleased with the document.  The cost of the 
software to do the books for the library is around $3000.  It has been suggested 
that Nieves do the books at the Armour  township office to take advantage of the 
software already in place.  Nieves will request if this would be possible. 
 
Alternate council member needs to be assigned should a councillor be unable to 
attend a Library Board Meeting. Armour and Ryerson  councillors will request 
this at their next council meeting. 
 
The Library Budget for 2026 was reviewed and passed by the Board.  It will be 
presented at the Tri-Council meeting Oct 27th 2025. 
 
Public Library Week Oct 21-25.  There will be many activities and it is hoped 
that the mayors and councillors will drop by during that week. 
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Councilor Report 
To: Ryerson Township Council 
From: Councillor Patterson 
Date of report: October 15, 2025 
Topic: Tri-Council Sub Committee 
Report Presented: October 28, 2025 
Importance to the Township of Ryerson: 
 
1. 
Library- New Build as discussed at last council meeting 

- We will use The Fire Services Interim Agreement as a blueprint to develop a Library 
Build Agreement 

- The cost sharing formula for the library building will be based on the Library Funding 
Formula found in the Library Shared Services Agreement 

Library Funding Formula 
Armour 46.16% 
Burk’s Falls 30.27% 
Ryerson 23.57% 
 
A resolution will be presented. 
  
 
 
 
 

 

Page 31 of 68



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

October 14, 2025 

 

Township Of Ryerson 

R. R. # 1, 28 Midlothian Road, 

Burks Falls, ON P0A 1C0 

Tel: 705-382-3232 

Fax: 705-382-3286 

 

Dear Mayor Sterling and Council; 

The Santa Claus Parade Committee is preparing for the 2025 Santa Claus Parade. 

This year if our 33
rd

 anniversary! The co-operation of the Township of Ryerson and 

support has been exceptionally helpful and beneficial. We cannot thank you 

enough!  

We are asking for a donation to help support the cost associated with the parade, 

we would benefit tremendously from your financial support in a donation; this 

donation will help us continue to make the parade an annual event in hopes we can 

make it to 50 years!  

It would be great to see a float with Council Members and Staff in the parade! We 

would love to acknowledge everyone for all the hard work you have accomplished 

for our community. 

 

Respectfully, 

 

 

Danika McCann 
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Kelly Morissette

From: Nancy Field
Sent: October 22, 2025 11:42 AM
To: Kelly Morissette
Subject: FW: Float ideas
Attachments: IMG_0057.WEBP; IMG_0058.WEBP; IMG_0059.WEBP

A few ideas from Delynne 
 
Nancy Field, 
Acting CAO/Clerk 
Township of Ryerson 
clerk@ryersontownship.ca 

 
28 Midlothian Road, Burk’s Falls ON, P0A 1C0 
Tel: (705) 382-3232          Fax: (705) 382-3286 
https://ryersontownship.ca 
  
  
NOTICE: ANY ZONING INFORMATION OR BY-LAW INTERPRETATION PROVIDED BY THE CLERK OR OTHER MUNICIPAL EMPLOYEES IS PROVIDED AS A PUBLIC SERVICE 
ONLY. THE MUNICIPALITY TAKES NO RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE ACCURACY OR THE FACTS OR OPINIONS PROVIDED. TO OBTAIN ACCURATE INFORMATION, PLEASE 
REFER DIRECTLY TO THE APPROPRIATE BY-LAWS, AND OBTAIN THE ADVICE OF YOUR LAWYER AND/OR A CERTIFIED PLANNER.  
 
 

From: Delynne Patterson <auntde21@hotmail.com>  
Sent: October 22, 2025 8:32 AM 
To: Nancy Field <clerk@ryersontownship.ca> 
Subject: Float ideas 
 
We could do cutouts of Christmas characters around the outer edges of trailer- like Frosty below. 
Frosty 
Rudolph  
An elf 
Charlie Brown with Christmas tree 
Grinch 
Santa  
Mrs claus 
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THE 33rd ANNUAL SANTA CLAUS PARADE 
DECEMBER 6, 2025 6:30 PM IN BURK'S FALLS 

THEME: HALLMARK CHRISTMAS 

****Please note, we have expanded our staging area. Look for an orange vest on Main Street to 
give you instructions on parking*** 

FLOAT ENTRY DEADLINE: NOVEMBER 25th, 4 PM 

ENTRY FEE $20 CASH, E-TRANSFER OR CHEQUE PAYABLE TO: TOWNSHIP OF ARMOUR 
 

PLEASE PRINT 

ENTRY NAME: _________________________________CONTACT: _______________________________________  

MAILING ADDRESS: _______________________________________________ 

   ________________________________________________  

PHONE: _______ ______________ EMAIL: __________________________________________________________ 

PAYMENT: CHEQUE   CASH   E-TRANSFER   SQUARE (online)    

If e-transferring: info@armourtownship.ca – you MUST put Santa Parade & your name in the message box  

ENTERING:  VEHICLE            WITH TRAILER    

WALKERS:        # OF WALKERS_______ 

ANIMAL(S):     HOW MANY_______ WHAT TYPE OF ANIMAL(S) ______________________________________ 

*TOTAL LENGTH OF FLOAT INCLUDING TOW VEHICLE: ________________________________________________ 

*Total length is required which helps the committee set up spacing for the parade lineup* 

 WILL YOUR FLOAT HAVE MUSIC AND/OR SINGERS? Yes  No 

TOTAL NUMBER OF PARTICIPANTS IN ENTRY: _________ 

FLOAT LINEUP: TIME: 4:00 PM to 6:15 PM  

PLACE: Please head south down Main Street and meet the Parade Marshal for further instructions at the intersection 
of Huston and Main Street 
IF YOU WOULD LIKE THE ANNOUNCER TO MAKE COMMENTS REGARDING YOUR ENTRY, PLEASE INDICATE WHAT YOU 
WOULD LIKE TO BE ANNOUNCED BELOW. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Entry form and payment can be mailed to: Santa Claus Parade 258 BERRIEDALE ROAD, Burk's Falls ON P0A 1C0 
Dropped off at the Village of Burk’s Falls Office OR Township of Armour Office OR completed online 

*After hours - drop off at the Township of Armour Office in the mailbox outside their door. * 

FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT: DANIKA MCCANN 705-787-5398 

 

Page 38 of 68

mailto:info@armourtownship.ca
mailto:info@armourtownship.ca


PARADE ITINERARY 
(PLEASE KEEP FOR YOUR REFERENCE) 

SET UP:  
Parade entries, please arrive between 4:00pm and 6:00pm as the parade starts  
at 6:30pm SHARP. 
Please enter by heading SOUTH down Main Street and stopping at the intersection of 
Huston and Main and wait for the direction of the Parade Marshal. The Parade Marshal 
will give you your entry package. 

WARMING BUS AND BATHROOM: 
There will be a warming bus located at the medical centre. There will be hot chocolate 
and donuts provided while waiting for the parade to commence. 

OPTIONS AT END OF PARADE:  
GOING TO LEGION: Turn left up Centre Street towards Legion/Arena and park behind 
the arena *****limited space available***** 
NOT GOING TO LEGION: Continue Straight on Yonge Street if you do not want to 
come to the legion for judging and a visit with Santa and Mrs. Claus afterwards.  

JUDGING & AWARDS: 
Judges will be scoring the float on a scale of 1-10 in certain categories. 
There will be prizes for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd  

AWARDS CEREMONY AT THE LEGION AFTER PARADE 

LATE ARRIVALS: 
If you are late, you will fall in at the rear of the parade and therefore forfeit your chance 
of being judged.  

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CO-OPERATION AND PARTICIPATION. 
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___________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________

 ______________________________________________________________________

PERMISSION, MEDIA CONSENT & WAIVER

Pho _________________________________ ___________________________________  
 

nta Claus parade.

The undersigned agree               
            

  
 

_____________________________________  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _   
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Community Safety and Well Being Plan Update 
2026-2030 

Almaguin Highlands has a regional Community Safety and Wellbeing (CSWB) plan for 2021 
to 2025. A small group from 3 participating municipalities was formed to review the plan by 
celebrating accomplishments, updating information and offering any new actions as an 
update for the plan for the next 5 years. 

The document is supplemental to the original CSWB plan and in effect until the end of 2030. 

COMMUNITY BACKGROUND 

The original plan included demographic information from the 2016 Census data. Please find 
below the updated census data using 2021 Census data. 

Municipality Population (2021) Median Total 
Income by 
Household (2020) 

Age % (15 – 64 yrs) 

Township of Armour 1459 69,500 31.8 65 yrs + 
Village of Burk’s 
Falls 

957 54,400 60.2 

Township of Joly 293 71,000 55.2 
Town of Kearney 974 68,000 60.0 
Township of Machar 969 70,000 53.1 
Municipality of 
Magnetawan 

1753 67,000 55.0 

Township of 
McMurrich/Monteith 

907 62,800 59.1 

 Township of Perry 2650 72,000 59.8 
Municipality of 
Powassan 

3346 79,500 57.2 

Township of Ryerson 745 67,000 59.1 
Village of South 
River 

1101 61,200 59.1 

Township of Strong 1566 70,000 55.9 
Village of Sundridge 938 61,200 50.5 

The total population for the region grew by approximately 5.1%. Seven municipalities 
increased their population count with the top three being Magnetawan, Perry and Strong. 
Five municipalities decreased in population count with the top three being Powassan, Burk’s 
Falls and Sundridge. 
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When looking at the median total income of households, the income has increased on 
average over $12,000 per household across the region from the 2016 Census. 

Every municipality saw a reduction in the percentage of adults aged 15-64 in their 
municipalities.  

PRIORITY RISKS 

The following 5 risks were identified by survey ranked in order of importance. Below each 
risk, relevant updates have been summarized.   

1. Physical Health, Access to Healthcare 
• The Sundridge & District Medical Centre’s Lead Physician coordinates 

additional HCP to provide services to patients that are outside of the scope of 
services the medical centre’s HCP offer [ie dietician, social work, etc.] 

• Expansion of services for after hours  
• The SDMC is a partner of the MAOHT and has representation on the various 

committees under that umbrella, and the SDMC has a representative that sits 
on the AHHCC. 

• Various communities contribute $1,000 per year to the MAHC HR Recruiter 
Position 

• South River Machar Medical Centre now partners with the Powassan and Area 
Family Health Team for expanded services  

• Efforts to attract a corporate rideshare service are being made 
• Council Representatives sit on the ACED Community Transportation 

Committee to investigate collaborative transportation options and solutions 
 
 

2. Access to Services  
• Carpool Almaguin initiative in place and regularly promoted to support safe 

ride sharing opportunities 
• Employing staff dedicated to economic development both in local and 

regional capacities that assist with addressing gaps in service 
delivery/availability 

• A new Magnetawan Economic Tourism Committee has been formed to 
address and react to local needs 
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3. Employment Opportunities  
• Municipalities advertise on Indeed and through Employment North and Agilec 

as required 
• Summer students are employed every summer for various municipal roles  
• Connections with local high school are improving and providing opportunities 

for initiatives and programs focused on engaging youth in various capacities 
 

 
4. Affordable Housing  

• Some municipalities have lowered minimum building size to accommodate 
smaller homes (as low as 200 sq. ft.) in all zones except for Shoreline 

• ACED Housing Task Force created to promote collaborative approaches to 
addressing housing challenges in the region.  A recommendations summary 
report has been circulated to all municipalities.  
 

5. Services to Youth and Education Institutions 
• Regional partners have partnered within the Rural Communities Immigration 

Program (RCIP) to support the infilling of local employment gaps 
• Almaguin Highland Secondary School Engagement Project through ACED 
• Burk’s Falls based Rural Youth Group Committee is working to establish a rural 

youth centre and/or youth programs  
• Novar based Youth Program primarily aged 13 to 19 providing weekly services 

including a carpentry program, substance abuse program, community serve 
program assisting seniors or those requiring assistance in the community and 
Kingdom Building Projects. 

ACTIONS 

1) Identify positions and update contacts that have changed.   All Clerks 
2) Make sure the new Police Services Board is aware  

of the CSWB plan.       Secretary to Board 

CONCLUSION 

The Clerks and Treasurers group of the Almaguin Highlands municipalities will present this 
supplemental document to their respective councils for approval. The group also agrees to 
review the plan again prior to the end of 2030. 
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September 2025 - Page 1 of 4 
 

MINUTES 
Burk’s Falls & District Historical Society 

Fell Homes, Burk’s Falls 
Monday, September 15, 2025 

 
Members Present:   Diane Brandt – President 
  Jarv Osborne – Vice President 
  Charlene Watt – Deputy Treasurer/Secretary 
  Nancy Kyte 
  Nieves Guijarro 
  Barry Burton 
   
      
 The Members present constituted a quorum. 
 
Call to Order: 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:10 p.m. 
Diane Brandt in the Chair.  
 
Welcome: 
 
Diane welcomed Members. Regrets from Jenny Hall and Peter Hall. 
 
Approval & Amendments of the Minutes of the Last Meeting:   
 
Acceptance and adoption of the August 18, 2025 Meeting Minutes as circulated:  Moved by 
Jarv Osborne, Seconded by Nancy Kyte.  Carried 
 
Treasurer’s Report:   
 
Treasurer’s / Financial Report was presented by Jarv Osborne.  Main bank account balance 
was $11,780.97 on August 31, 2025.  Expenses for the month of August totalled $966.50 and 
included office services (internet/phone), $510.61 to Diane Brandt, $363.33 to Armour 
Township, $12.67 to Home Hardware and $17.79 to Clara Nykor.  Revenue for August totaled 
$309.33 and included donations and sales.  Motion to accept the Treasurer’s report and 
pay the monthly invoices:  Moved by Barry Burton, Seconded by Nieves Guijarro.  
Carried 
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Committee Reports:   
 

Wiseman’s Corner Schoolhouse Update: 
Members were updated by Diane Brandt on the last month’s activity at the schoolhouse.  It 
was a successful summer season.  Labour Day Weekend brought in 11 visitors. Nieves offered 
to assist Diane to clean up the centre’s artifacts for the season and to prepare the interior for 
winterization. 
 
Watt Farm House Update: 
Diane Brandt provided a verbal update to Members regarding the heritage centre. Abell Pest 
Control has been scheduled to perform an exterior cluster fly treatment at the farmhouse and 
has completed an inspection of all identified areas of concern. Diane noted that the Farm 
House will be open to visitors by appointment throughout the winter months. 
 
There is a permanent exhibit on display of the historic fire in Burk’s Falls. 
 
Nancy Kyte informed Members that window coverings for the front entrance have been 
completed. She will coordinate installation once the windows have been cleaned. Members 
expressed their appreciation to Nancy for creating the blinds for the heritage centre. 
 
Diane also advised that she continues to investigate options and pricing for window tinting.  
 
An invoice from Armour Township for summer staffing is anticipated. 
 
Facilities and Functions Committee: 
Barry Burton informed Members that a representative from Napoleon has assessed the red 
building and will be providing a quote for the installation of a heat pump. It will need to be 
determined whether the unit will require a separate propane tank. Barry will convene a 
committee meeting once the necessary information has been received. 

 
There has been no response to date from the Amish community regarding the dismantling of 
the barn; however, it is understood that they are currently in their harvest season. 
 
Membership Committee: 
Nieves Guijarro advised Members that a lot of membership forms were handed out at the Fall 
Fair. It was suggested that the Society explore the development of a “Friends of the Heritage 
Centre” initiative, as the term “Membership” may imply a higher level of commitment and could 
be discouraging potential supporters from joining the Historical Society. 
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Correspondence:   
 
Members received a thank you card from Krista Trulsen in appreciation of the Society’s 
donation toward the King Charles III Coronation Medal Ceremony held in honour of Betty 
Caldwell and Lorne Main. 
 
General Business:   
 
2025 Newsletter: 
Diane Brandt advised that the 2025 Newsletter was created by Clara, one of our summer staff 
employees, and will be posted to the website.  
 
Halloween:   
The following Members volunteered to assist with the Halloween event: Nancy Kyte and her 
son James, Nieves Guijarro, Diane Brandt, Jarv Osborne, and Charlene Watt. Nancy advised 
that additional student volunteers may be available, and the Historical Society will ensure that 
student volunteer forms are on hand so participants can submit their hours toward school 
community service requirements. Volunteers are asked to arrive at the arena by 5:30 p.m. on 
October 31, with the event scheduled to run from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
 
Jarv Osborne has offered to assist with setup at 1:00 p.m. and will bring the kiddie pool for the 
fishing game. Jarv is not available during the event. 
 
Diane Brandt will purchase 300 bags of chips, and Charlene Watt will contact Valu-Mart to 
inquire about a possible donation of juice boxes. 
 
Barry Burton will make a $100 donation on behalf of his business, Burton Lighting Network 
Limited. Members extended their thanks to Barry for his generous contribution. 

 
Charlene Watt and Nieves Guijarro will be meeting with the Lions Club this week and will 
provide an update at the October meeting regarding any additional support or details. 
 
New Business: 
 
Almaguin Highlands Chamber of Commerce: 
Diane Brandt advised that she received an email from the Almaguin Highland Chamber of 
Commerce offering to sell the Historical Society the Chamber’s member list with over 1,000 
contacts. Members were not interested in purchasing the distribution list. 
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New Business: cont’d. 
 
Watts Dam: 
Barry Burton proposed that the Historical Society undertake research into the history of Watts 
Dam. Charlene Watt noted that she had previously received information from the Ministry of 
Natural Resources and Forestry (MNRF) and will forward the material to Barry for his review. 
Barry will also reach out to the MNRF to inquire about the possibility of granting Society 
members access to the site. 
 
Adjournment:   
The next meeting will be held on Monday, October 20, 2025 at Fell Homes.  There being no 
further business, Nancy Kyte moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:11 p.m. 

 
   
             
Recorded by     Approved by 
Charlene Watt, Secretary &  Diane Brandt, President  
Deputy Treasurer 
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Township of Ryerson
For making a donation for the Almaguin Pride Network’s 2025

programming initiatives. 

CERTIFICATE 
OF APPRECIATION

This certificate is presented to
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Burk’s Falls, Armour & Ryerson 
Union Public Library 

 
Our Vision 

Access to knowledge for all 
 
Our Mission 

The Burk’s Falls, Armour & Ryerson Union Public Library is a dynamic organization that provides innovative 
programming in various formats to meet the evolving interests and needs of our diverse and growing 
population. 

Minutes of the Board of Trustees Virtual Meeting September 17th, 2025 

  
Present were: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Regrets: 
Also attending: 

Chairperson:                     Ruth Fenwick 
 
Board Trustees:                Bev Abbott 
                                            Rod Blakelock 
                                            Sean Cotton 
                                            Donna Luck 
                                            Tiffany Monk 
                                            Robert Van der Wijst 
                                             
Patty Butler, Joseph Vella 
CEO: Nieves Guijarro and Vicky Roeder-Martin 

1 Call to order With a quorum present CEO called the meeting to order at 7:02 p.m.  
 

2 Approval of Meeting 
Agenda 

  MOTION 434/25         IT WAS MOVED BY:   B. Abbott 
                                         AND SECONDED BY:  T. Monk 
 

That the virtual meeting agenda of the Board of Trustees of September 17th, 2025 be 
accepted as presented: 

CARRIED 

3 
 

Declaration of 
conflict of interest  

No conflicts were declared  

4 
 

Approval of consent 
Agenda 
 

 

MOTION 435/25 IT WAS MOVED BY:   R. Van der Wijst 
 AND SECONDED BY:  S. Cotton 
  
That the consent agenda of the Board of Trustees virtual meeting of September 17th, 2025 
be approved as presented: 
 

a) Resolution to accept the minutes of July 2025 
b) Resolution to accept the CEO’s Report of July & August 2025 
c) Armour Township Financial Statement August 2025 

    CARRIED 
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5 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6 
 

Business arising from 
the minutes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Committee Reports 

-The Library Agreement between Burk’s Falls, Armour & Ryerson has been revised by the 
three councils and the final document will be available before the next Tri Council meeting 
in October. 
- The renewed Library Agreement: Clause 3 Communication will simplify communication 
between library staff, members of the board and municipal staff. 
-Members of the Board discussed the rental increase in 2026. A need for clarification from 
the Village of Burk’s Falls was raised - details of the percentage increase (24.5 %) was 
requested by the councillors present. 
 

 
-Building/Fundraising Cmte – Joe, Ruth, Bev, Rod & Tiffany 
 

Library staff working on creating a list of fundraising ideas. 
 

-Finance/Budget Cmte – Ruth, Patty & Joe 
 

The committee has scheduled a meeting for October 9th to prepare the budget draft.  
Charitable status application is almost complete. 
 
-Personnel Cmte – Bob, Bev & Patty 
No Report 
 
-Policy/Planning Cmte – Ruth, Vicky, Bev & Bob 
Donna Luck will be attending the Board Assembly Meeting organized by the Ontario 
Library Service. October 29th, 2025. 
 
 7 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Correspondence 

 

 
 

 

New Business  

 

-Canada Post and InterLibraryLoans agreement. An update will be available soon 
 

-Terry Boyle Memorial Award 2025 
 
MOTION 436/25         IT WAS MOVED BY:   R. Blakelock 
                                       AND SECONDED BY:  T. Monk 
 
That the Terry Boyle Bursary be granted to Megan Ratcliff who volunteered her time to 
launch and run the Library Sewing Club. Megan will be attending Veterinary School. 

CARRIED 
-Front desk donation – the members considered allocating the front desk jar donations to 
the New Building Project. 
 
MOTION 437/25        IT WAS MOVED BY:    T. Monk 
                                      AND SECONDED BY:   B. Abbott 
 
That the funds collected from the jar donation be earmarked to the Building Project. 

CARRIED 
 
 8 

 
New Business 
 

- To ensure the timely conduct of board business, it is required that municipalities appoint 
an alternate councillor to the library board. Nieves will contact CAOs with such request. 
- There is an opportunity being considered by the Burk’s Falls Theatre Committee and the 
Friends of the library to frame collaborative efforts to fundraise for the library and the 
theatre.  
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9 Adjournment  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

MOTION 438/25      by T. Monk at 8:30 pm to adjourn. 
CARRIED 

 
 
  Ruth Fenwick                                 October  15th, 2025              
 
BOARD CHAIRPERSON                                                             DATE 
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NOTICE OF HYBRID PUBLIC MEETING 
FOR TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 18, 2025 

 
CONCERNING PROPOSED OFFICIAL PLAN AMENDMENT No. 4 

PLUS, A RELATED ZONING BY-LAW AMENDMENT 
 
The Council for the Township of Armour is considering draft Amendments to both the Official Plan and the 
Township Zoning By-law No. 27-95, as amended, for the lands shown on the Key Map below. 
 
APPLICANTS: PowerBank Corporation and David Creasor 
 
LOCATION: The draft Amendments both apply to Part Lot 3, Concession 6, in the Township of 

Armour, known municipally as 219 Peggs Mountain Road, as shown on the Key Map 
below. 

 
 PURPOSE AND EFFECT: The purpose of the submitted applications is to facilitate development of a Battery 
Energy Storage System (“BESS”). The effect of Official Plan Amendment No. 4 and the concurrently submitted 
Zoning By-law Amendment is to add site-specific policy and provisions to the Township’s Official Plan and 
Comprehensive Zoning By-law to permit a Battery Energy Storage System (“BESS”) on the subject lands.  

TAKE NOTICE that the Council of the Township of Armour will hold a statutory public meeting under the Planning 
Act on Tuesday, November 18, 2025 at 6:30 p.m. at the Katrine Community Centre, 6 Brown’s Drive, Katrine, 
Ontario. The meeting will be held in a hybrid forum with electronic participation and in-person attendance options. 
The purpose of the meeting is to provide the public with an opportunity to review the applications and provide 
comments. After considering comments received from the public, Council will make decisions on whether or not 
to adopt and approve the subject Amendments at a future Council meeting. 

 Please advise the Clerk of your email address so an invitation to join the Zoom meeting can be sent which 
will allow you the opportunity to speak at the meeting. Anyone choosing to participate electronically is 
required to provide their email address in advance. 

PLEASE NOTE that appeals to the Ontario Land Tribunal (OLT) are restricted as per Bill 185, Cutting Red Tape 
to Build More Homes Act, 2024. Appeals may only be filed by an applicant, the Minister of Municipal Affairs & 
Housing, a specified person or a public body (as defined by the Planning Act). 

IF A PERSON OR PUBLIC BODY would otherwise have an ability to appeal the decisions of the Municipal 
Corporation of the Township of Armour to the Ontario Land Tribunal (OLT) but the person or public body does not 
make oral submissions at a public meeting or make written submissions to the Municipal Corporation of the 
Township of Armour before the Official Plan and Zoning By-law Amendments are adopted and passed, the person 
or public body is not entitled to appeal the decisions.  

IF A PERSON OR PUBLIC BODY does not make oral submissions at a public meeting or make written 
submissions to the Municipal Corporation of the Township of Armour before the Official Plan and Zoning By-laws 
are adopted and passed, the person or public body may not be added as a party to the hearing of an appeal 
before the Ontario Land Tribunal unless, in the opinion of the Tribunal, there are reasonable grounds to do so. 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION relating to the proposed Official Plan and Zoning By-law Amendments is available 
at www.armourtownship.ca. If you wish to be notified of the decisions of the Municipal Corporation of the Township 
of Armour on the proposed Official Plan and/or Zoning By-law Amendments, you must make a written request to: 

Mrs. Charlene Watt, Municipal Clerk     
Township of Armour 
56 Ontario Street, Box 533 
Burk’s Falls, ON  P0A 1C0  
clerk@armourtownship.ca    Dated in the Township of Armour this 29th day of October, 2025. 

 

Village of 
Burk’s Falls 

Township of 
Ryerson 
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DRAFT

 

 

 

 

 

BY-LAW NO._________ 

A BY-LAW TO AMEND 

TOWNSHIP OF ARMOUR OFFICIAL PLAN 

 

 

 

 

Permitting Battery Energy Storage Systems 

219 Peggs Mountain Road 

THE MUNICIPAL CORPORATION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF ARMOUR 

 

Box 533 
Burk’s Falls, Ontario 

P0A 1C0 
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DRAFT

OFFICIAL PLAN AMENDMENT NO. 4 

 

Passed by the Council of the Municipal Corporation of the Township of Armour 

 

Lands Affected: This By-law applies only to the lands within the Township of 
Armour municipally known as 219 Peggs Mountain Road, legally 
described as Part Lot 3, Concession 6. 

 

Present Designation: Under the Township of Armour Official Plan, the lands are 
designated Rural Community.  

 

Proposed Designation: The amendment adds a site-specific exception for the lands to 
clarify that a Battery Energy Storage System (“BESS”) is 
permitted on the lands. 

 

Zoning By-law: A concurrent Zoning By-law Amendment is being brought into 
affect to clarify Battery Energy Storage System (“BESS”) as a 
permitted use in the site-specific Rural (Ru) zone for the lands. 

 

By-law Purpose: The goal of this By-law is to amend the Township of Armour 
Official Plan to confirm that Battery Energy Storage Systems 
(“BESS’s”) are a permitted use in the Rural Community 
designation on the lands, as per the Provincial Planning 
Statement, 2024. 
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DRAFT

THE MUNICIPAL CORPORATION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF ARMOUR 

BY-LAW NO. _____ 

Being a by-law to adopt the Armour Township Official Plan Amendment No. 4 

 

WHEREAS the Council of the Municipal Corporation of the Township of Armour held a 
Public Meeting on the ___ day of ______, 2025 respecting Council’s intent to amend the 
Township of Armour Official Plan; 

AND WHEREAS Council has given serious consideration for the need to adopt an 
amendment to the Official Plan of the Township of Armour; 

AND WHEREAS Council has determined that the proposed Amendment is appropriate and 
desirable for the development of the municipality in general; 

NOW THEREFORE the Council of the Corporation of the Township of Armour, in 
accordance with the provisions of the Planning Act, R.S.O. 1990, c. P. 13, as amended, 
hereby enacts as follows: 

 

1. Amendment No. 4 to the Township of Armour Official Plan, is hereby adopted.  

2.  That this By-law shall come into effect on the date it is passed by the Council of the 
Municipal Corporation of the Township of Armour, subject to the provisions of the 
Planning Act, R.S.O. 1990. 

 
Read in its entirety, approved, signed and the seal of the Corporation affixed thereto and 
finally passed in open Council this ___ day of ________, 2025. 
 
 
__________________________ 
Rod Ward, Mayor 
 
___________________________ 
Charlene Watt, Clerk 
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DRAFT

 
 
 
 

AMENDMENT NUMBER 4 
 

TO THE 
 

TOWNSHIP OF ARMOUR OFFICIAL PLAN 
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DRAFT

AMENDMENT NUMBER 4 
TO THE 

TOWNSHIP OF ARMOUR OFFICIAL PLAN 
 

INDEX 
 
 
PART “A” - THE PREAMBLE 

The Preamble provides an explanation of the proposed Amendment including the 
purpose, extent, background information, and basis but does not form part of this 
Amendment. 

 
PART “B” - THE AMENDMENT 

The Amendment describes the changes to the Armour Township Official Plan 
which constitute Official Plan Amendment Number 4. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Page 60 of 68



DRAFT

PART “A” – THE PREAMBLE 
 
PURPOSE 

The purpose of the amendment is to clarify the Township of Armour Official Plan to confirm 
that Battery Energy Storage Systems (“BESS’s”) are a permitted use on certain lands in the 
Rural Community designation. 

 
LOCATION 

This amendment applies to the lands within the Township of Armour municipally known as 
219 Peggs Mountain Road, legally described as Part Lot 3, Concession 6. 

 
BACKGROUND 

A privately initiated application to amend the Armour Township Official Plan was received 
by the Township of Armour and deemed complete on January 21, 2025. The application 
requests an amendment to the Official Plan to permit a Battery Energy Storage System on 
the lands subject to this amendment.  

 
BASIS 

The applicant proposes to develop a Battery Energy Storage System on the lands located at 
219 Peggs Mountain Road.  

The subject lands are designated Rural Community in the Township of Armour Official Plan. 
The amendment meets the intent of the Official Plan, which permits a range of uses on 
lands designated Rural Community, including uses for “public utility”. 

The Official Plan Amendment is consistent with the Provincial Planning Statement, 2024, 
which encourages and permits the use of lands (including Rural Lands) for Energy Storage 
Systems.  
 
IMPLEMENTATION AND INTERPRETATION 

This Amendment shall be in accordance with the policies of the Armour Official Plan. 
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PART “B” – THE AMENDMENT 
 
All of this part of the document entitled “PART “B” -  THE AMENDMENT”, consisting of the 
following text, constitute Amendment No. 4 to the Official Plan of the Township of 
Armour. 
 
DETAILS OF THE AMENDMENT 
 
The Official Plan of the Township of Armour is hereby amended as follows: 
 

1.  Section 2.1 (Rural Community) of the Township of Armour Official Plan, is hereby 
amended to add the following subsection: 

2.1.3(c)viii) “A Battery Energy Storage System shall be permitted on lands at 219 
Peggs Mountain Road and described as Part Lot 3 Con 6 Armour Township.” 

2.  A location map will be added to section 2.1.3(c)viii) to reference and locate the new 
policy above. 
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ZONING BY-LAW NO._________ 

A BY-LAW TO AMEND 

ZONING BY-LAW NO. 27-95 as amended 

 

 

 

 

Permitting Battery Energy Storage System 

219 Peggs Mountain Road 

 

THE MUNICIPAL CORPORATION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF ARMOUR 

 

Box 533 
Burk’s Falls, Ontario 

P0A 1C0 
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EXPLANATORY NOTE 

 

To Zoning By-law No. [blank] 

Passed by the Council of the Municipal Corporation of the Township of Armour 

 

Lands Affected: This By-law applies only to the lands within the Township of 
Armour municipally known as 219 Peggs Mountain Road, legally 
described as Part Lot 3, Concession 6. 

 

Present Zoning: Under Armour Township Zoning By-law No. 27-95 (as amended), 
the lands are zoned Rural (Ru).  

 

Proposed Zoning: The amendment adds a site-specific exception for the lands to 
clarify that a Battery Energy Storage System (“BESS”) is 
permitted on the lands municipality known as 219 Peggs 
Mountain Road, legally described as Part Lot 3, Concession 6, 
while maintaining the underlying Rural (Ru) zoning.  

 

Official Plan Designation: An amendment to the Township of Armour Official Plan clarifies 
that a Battery Energy Storage System (“BESS”) is a permitted 
use on the lands subject to this By-law.   

 

By-law Purpose: The goal of this By-law is to update Zoning By-law No. 27-95 (as 
amended) to confirm that Battery Energy Storage Systems 
(“BESS’s”) are a permitted use on the lands subject to this By-
law. 
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ZONING BY-LAW NO. _____ 

THE MUNICIPAL CORPORATION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF ARMOUR 

Being a By-law under Section 34 of the Planning Act, R.S.O. 1990, to amend Zoning By-law 
No. 27-95, as amended, of the Municipal Corporation of the Township of Armour, with 
respect to adding permissions for Battery Energy Storage System (“BESS”) in the Rural (Ru) 
zone as it relates to the lands municipally known as 219 Peggs Mountain Road, legally 
described as Part Lot 3, Concession 6. 

WHEREAS the Council of the Municipal Corporation of the Township of Armour has reviewed 
Zoning By-law No. 27-95, as amended, and finds it advisable to amend same; 

NOW THEREFORE the Council of the Municipal Corporation of the Township of Armour 
enacts as follows: 

1.  THAT Section 2 (Definitions) of Zoning By-law No. 27-95, as amended, is hereby 
updated to add the following subsection: 

2.XX “Battery Energy Storage System (BESS)” means a battery storage system or 
facility that captures energy produced at one time for use at a later time to reduce 
imbalances between energy demand and energy production; and 

2.  THAT Section 19 (Exceptions) of Zoning By-law No. 27-95, as amended, is hereby 
updated to add the following subsection: 

 RU-108 Schedule A-2 

“Notwithstanding any provisions to the contrary, a Battery Energy Storage System is 
permitted at 219 Peggs Mountain Road, described as Part Lot 3 Con 6 Armour 
Township.”; and 

3.  THAT Schedule A-2 of Zoning By-law No. 27-95, as amended, is hereby amended by 
changing the zoning classification of the subject lands forming Part Lot 3, Concession 
6, known municipally as 219 Peggs Mountain Road, from the Rural (Ru) Zone to the 
Rural Exception No. 108 (Ru-108) Zone in accordance with Schedule “A” attached 
hereto and by this reference forming part of this By-law; and 

4.  THAT this By-law shall come into effect on the date it is passed by the Council of the 
Municipal Corporation of the Township of Armour, subject to the provisions of the 
Planning Act, R.S.O. 1990. 
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Read in its entirety, approved, signed and the seal of the Corporation affixed thereto and 
finally passed in open Council this ___ day of ________, 2025. 

__________________________ 
Rod Ward, Mayor 

___________________________ 
Charlene Watt, Clerk 
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